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deserted, cabins were ransacked without finding anything, and very soon a frightful solitude enveloped the Punic army.
The Carthaginians furiously pillaged the provinces, filled up the cisterns, burned the houses ; the sparks carried by the wind scattered afar, and on the mountains entire forests burned, bordering the valleys with a crown of fire: to pass beyond, the troops were compelled to wait until they subsided. Then they resumed their march under the full sun, over the hot cinders.
Sometimes they saw by the roadside lurid gleams in the bushes like the eyeballs of a tiger-cat. It was a Barbarian crouching on his haunches, daubed with dust to blend his form with the colour of the foliage ; or when they went along a ravine, those who were on the wings suddenly heard stones rolling', and in lifting their eyes perceived in the opening of the gorge a bare-footed man fleetly bounding by.
Inasmuch as the Mercenaries did not besiege them again, Utica and Hippo-Zarytus were free. Hamilcar commanded them to come to lus aid. Not daring to compromise themselves, they replied by vague words, compliments, and excuses.
He abruptly inarched back northwards, determined to obtain possession of one of the Tyrian cities, even if he had to besiege it. It was necessary for him to have a point on the coast in order to draw from the islands, or from Gyrene, supplies and soldiers, and he coveted the port of Utica as being the nearest to Carthage.
The Suffete accordingly left Zouitin, and cautiously skirted the lake of Hippo-Zarytus. But soon